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with the nests was sacrilege (Herodotus, i. 159). The
Athenians actually put to death a man for killing a sacred
sparrow of Aesculapius (Aelian, Var. hist. v. 17). If the
gods welcomed birds to their temples, men may have
welcomed them to their homes.

8. THE YOUTH OF ACHILLES l
In the last number of The Classical Review the story that
Achilles in his youth was dressed as a girl is explained by
Mr. A. E. Crawley as a reminiscence of a custom of dressing
boys as girls at those initiatory ceremonies which lads in
primitive society have commonly to undergo at puberty.
But Mr. Crawley adduces no example of such a custom.
It is perhaps more likely that the story is a reminiscence of a
custom of dressing boys as girls in infancy and for some
years afterwards. Such a practice is common in some parts
of India, as for example Oudh, and is not unknown in
Europe. The converse custom (that of dressing little girls
as boys) appears to be rarer, but examples of it are recorded
both in India and Europe. The object of both customs
appears to be, in general, to avert malignant influences,
especially the evil eye, from the child ; this is supposed to
be effected by concealing the child's sex. But in the case
of girls disguised as boys another motive is sometimes at
work, as will appear from one of the examples quoted below.
To give instances. " The practice of dressing boys as
girls, and girls as boys, to avert the evil eye is not uncommon
in the Konkan, and sometimes this superstition is carried
to such an extent that in order to make the boy appear a
genuine girl, even his nose is bored and a nose-ring put
into it " (Journal of the Anthropological Society of Bombay
(1886), p. 123). In Oudh " it is a common practice to dress
little boys as girls to keep off the evil eye " (Panjab Notes and
Queries, vol. i. (1883-1884), No. 869). Again, in Oudh " it
is usual to bore the nose of a long-wished-for son as soon as
he is born to turn him into a girl. This is done to avoid
nazar, to which boys are more liable than girls " (*U. No.
1 Reprinted from The Classical Review, vol. vii. No. 7 (July 1893), PP*
292-294.